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To the Right Honourable 


The Lords Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations. 


As you are the Guardians of the Trade and 
Commerce of Great-Britainz and every 
Affair relating thereto, properly comes un- 
der your Inſpection: I cannot acquit my 
l ſelf, either as an Eng/ipman or a Trader, 

ii I am ſilent at a Time, when, as I con- 
— ceive, the Intereſts of Both are in Danger 
of ſuffering, by the Ceſſion of Gibraltar to the Crown 


= of Spain. 


= To be aſlurd that this is no mere Chimerical Fear, your 
Lordſhips need only review the French King's Declaration, 
& publiſh'd here in Engliſb the laſt Summer; wherein tis af- 
ſerted in expreſs Words, © That 875 and in the laſt Place, 
the [French] King has engaged himſelf to obtain for the 
* King of Hain, the Reſtitution of Gibraltar. Here, 
your Lordſhips may fee, the King of France ENGAGES, 
dat a Place of the greateſt Concern to the Trading Part 
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of this Kingdom, yielded and conſirmd to us by ſolemn 
Treaty, and which with Minorca were the only Advanta- 
ges gained by the laſt long and expenſive War, is to be 
given up; and that without the Mention of any pretend. 
ed Equivalent to be made us for it: And there is good 


Reaſon to apprehend, that ſo public a Declaration, made by 
a Sovercign in Alliance with us, was not withour Founda- 


tion to ſupport.it. Your Lordſhips, I ſay, need only con- 


ſider This, to be ſatisfy'd that tis no groundleſs Apprehen- 


ſion is the Cauſe of this Addreſs; but a juſt Concern for 8 


the Honour and Welfare of the Britiſh Nation; eſpecially 


for the Trading Part of it. A Concern, that ought to 


warm the Heart of every Patriot, and to make him exert 
his utmoſt Efforts to prevent ſo ruinous a Project taking 


Effect. 


Give me leave, My Lords, to lay before you a brief Y 


Sketch of the Situation of this Place, and of the Advan- 


4 


tages of it to the Trade of Great-Britain ; with ſome Pro- 


poſals to render it yet more uſeful : And then let me beg 
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of your Lordſhips to repreſent this Matter in its juſt Light ro 
the Preſent Parliament, that by that Means a Place of ſuch Bl 
Conſequence to the Intereſt of Britain may be preſerv d to us; 


and thereby all our Mediterrancan Trade, the Succeſs of 


which in a great meaſure depends on this Tenure, be pre- 


vented from falling into. other Hands, to the Ruin of 1o 
conſiderable a Number of Merchants, and fo large a Branch 


of the Revenue. 


Gibraltar is ſeated on a Rocky Hill, near the Souther 


2B 
__ 


moſt Point of Hain, at the Opening of the Strezghts Mont! ; 


into the Mediterranean. It is oppoſite to Ape Hill near 


; 


Ceuta in Barbary ; at about Seven Leagues Diſtance. Theſe 


two Hills were anciently call'd the Pillars of that famous 


Hercules, concerning whom there are ſo many 1 
| T radi: 
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Traditions. Nature, by this Situation, ſeems to have an- 
nex'd to this Place the Sovereignty of the Mediterranean 


l Seas, it being almoſt impoſſible for any Ship to paſs by 

| ir, without being obſery'd. It is at preſent a Peninſula, be- 

J ing join d to Span only by a ſmall Iehmus, which might 

a- 7 : 

ny an be deſtroyd, and thereby Gibraltar become an I- 
ſland, (if it were thought proper; ) as has lately been de- 


monſtrated by an ingenious Gentleman who was upon the 


K Spot. The Port there is very commodious, ſufficient for 
8 any Number of Shipping ; there is alſo very good Ancho- 
rr | rage, and a Mole well defended. From the Watch Tower, 


in clear Weather, Ships may be diſcover'd at Ten Leagues 
diſtance, that come either Eaſtward or Weſtward ; whereby 
ſufficient Notice may be given for our Cruizcrs to intercept 
an Enemy. 

This important Place, thus happily ſituated, both for 
protecting our own Trade in the Mediterranean, and for an- 


— noying that of the Enemy, was taken by the Eng 
ok Fleet the 24th of Jul), 1704, after an Attack of but Three 
us; Days An Action, which will remain a Monument of the 


Bravety and Reſolution of the Engliſb Seamen! But, in- 
ſtead of improving the Advantage of having this Place, as 
our Enemies feard, and as our Intereſt ſhould have obli- 
ged us; during the Remainder of the Laſt War, little Re- 
ſort was had to it by our Ships of Force, and leſs Encou- 
ragement was given to its Trade ; nay, for ſeyeral Months 
together not a Ship lay in this Port, but one Sixth Rate: 
While the French and Spaniards carry'd on their Trade, and 
their Ships paſs'd to and from the Mediterranean unmoleſt- 
ed, through our want of Force there to prevent them. A 
Neglect ſo ſurpriſing, that could They have imagin d, we 
ſhould ſo little have conſulted the Advantage ariſing from 
the Situation of this Place, they would never have thrown 
15 away 


669 
away ſo much Blood and Treaſure in attempting to reco- 
ver it. Yet notwithſtanding this Neglect, the Benefit that 
accru'd ro our. Trade, in the Safety of our own Shipping, 
from the taking this Place out of the Enemy s Hands, 
at, the Beginning of that War, was ſufficient to counter- 
balance all the Expence we have been at fince, in keep. 
ing it. 

Sur if, inſtead of thus Neglecting the Place, a ſufficient 
Number of Engliſh Cruizers had been upon this Station, 
how much would ſuch Management have promoted our 
Intereſt ; by not only protecting our own Trade, but by 
deſtroying that of the Spaniards and Eaſt-France to the 
Weſt-Indies, and that of Meſt France to Cadis; which at 
that time was very conſiderable, conſiſting not only of 
ſuch Commodities as ſupply'd the Spaniſh Fleets with their 
Lading for the V eſt-Indies, but of great Quantities of 
Woollen Manufacture for the Conſumption of Spain. And 
ſure this would have been no ſmall. Advantage, (if it had 
been purſu'd) that by being poſſeſs d of Gibraltar, we had 
been able to have ſecur'd, in a great Degree, the Mediter- 
ranean Trade ; fince not many Years ago, upon a Petition 
of the Merchants to the Parliament, it was repreſented to 
the Lords of the Committee, that beſides the Turkey Trade, 
and the Trade from ſeveral other Places in the Medzterranean, 
rhe Cuſtoms. of Venice, Leghorn and Genoa, amounted to 
about Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Annum 2 

Another great Adyantage which we enjoy from the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibraltar is, that our Factories, in any Time of 
Rupture between Great Britain and Sparn, (as was lately 
the Cafe) who are obliged to retire in haſte, will there find 
a Sanctuary, and have an Opportunity of gathering in'thcir 
Effects, and recovering their Debts ; which would other- 
wiſe either be quite loſt, or be return d home ſhort of their 
rca: 
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real Value. And in ſuch a Caſe, notwithſtanding any Pro- 
hibition, by the Happineſs of this Situation, we may al- 


ways carry on a Private Trade to Spain, very much to our 


own Advantage. 

The Poſſeſſion of Cibraltar gives us an Influence over all 
the States, whoſe Trade obliges their Ships to paſs that 
Way: Nay, we might by a vigilant Management and ſtrict 
Look outs, ſo entirely command this Paſſage of the Streights 
Mouth, that we might poſſibly require a Tribute from Ships 
failing through it, in much the ſame manner as the King. 
of Denmark exacts one of all Veſſels that paſs the Sound; 
which, if it could be effected, might be appropriated to- 
wards defraying the Neceſſary Expences of the Garriſon 
maintained there. 

Another very conſiderable Advantage that ariſes to us 
from the Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, is, with Reſpect to the 
Moors, who are the Subjects of the Emperor of Morocco. 
Theſe are ſuch a faithlefs and unſteady People, that tis well 
known the molt folemn Ties and Treaties are not ſufficient 
to bind them, longer than they imagine ir their Intereſt to 
obſerve them; fo that it may be aſſerted as a Maxim, That 
we are never to expect any Peace with rhem will be of 
long Duration, unleſs we have a Power near at hand to keep 
them in Awe, both to diſtreſs their Trade, as well as pre- 
ſerve our own. And where can we have a Power more 
aptly placed for theſe Purpoſes, than at Gibraltar? For Te- 
tuam, one of their Ports, lies juſt within the S7rezobts, Tan- 
ger is even in the Strezzhts Mouth; and Larach, Memora and 
Sallee, could not poſſibly ſtand more conveniently for the 
Interruption of our Medzterranean Trade, than they do, 
While we are at War with theſe People, therefore, a Squa- 
dron muſt be maintain'd-to cruize on them; which, with- 
out the Poſſeſſion of Cibrallar, will be far from rer 
ce 
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the Services intended. To this Port they may not only re- 
lort, hut Ships of the Fifth or Sixth Rate (which are grant - 
ed to be the moſt proper to cruize on the Moors,) may at 
any Time carcen or refit there, 'To evidence rhe Truth of 
this, I need only mention that the late Vice-Admiral Corn- 
Dall carecn'd there the Ships Tartar, Sheerneſs, Biddiford, 
2 &c. ſeveral times: And tis preſum'd that both 
the Old and New Mole, at no great Expence, may be 
render d much more Uſeful. Whereas, if Gibraltar be gi- 
ven up, the Ships on Service againſt the Moors can refit no 
nearer than Lisbon; which being ſo diſtant from the Enc- 
my, and attended with ſo many Inconveniencies, tis more 
than probable, that Ships may clean at Gzbraltar, and be out 
again on Service, in one Fourth of the Time that they could 
at Lisbon. And this would equally hold for Ships of a higher 
Rank, provided there was a Hulk at Gibraltar. 
Were Gibraltar under proper Regulations as to Trade, 
A rio as to the Eſtabliſhment of a Civil Power) we 
10uld then, no doubt, have Numbers of His Majeſty's 
Subjects reſort thither, and probably have as conſiderable a 
Factory there, as at moſt Trading Ports that Way: But, as 
it at preſent ſtands, the Advantages of its being a free Port 
are chiefly reap'd by Forcigners, who, beſides the Garriſon, 
are almoſt the only Inhabitants. In ſuch a Caſe, (if we 
were at Peace with the Moors) we might find a great Ac- 
count in the Trade to Barbary, no Place being berter ſeated 
for that Commerce than this is: For as Cadzz carries on a 
conſiderable Trade thither, Gibraltar might much more con- 
veniently, if it were ſtock d with our own Merchants. So 
that if we conſider Gibraltar either at Peace or at War with 
Barbary, it is of the higheſt Tmportance to us. 
But beſides the Advantage this important Place is, and 
may be, of to Great Britain, we ought to conſider how 


vaſtly 
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vaſtly prejudicial it would be in the Hands of the Spaniards, 
or any other Trading Nation. It would then undoubtedly 
be very expenſive or very dangerous for us to carry on any 
Part of our Meazterranean Trade; ſince Others, no doubt, 


would make a proper Uſe of the happy Situation of this 


Place; which we have thus long neglected; and would 
conſider it, as it is, the Key to that Commerce. A ſmall 
Strength, well apply ©, would avail much; and a few Spa- 
niſh Gallies, or French Privateers, would ſo much prevent 
the Succeſs of our Trade to thoſe Parts, that we ſhould 
ſoon be too ſenſible of the Conſequence of this Place, if we 
ſhould be ever infatuated enough to part with it. 

We have not heatd of many Inſtances of this Misfortune, 
having had but few Wars with Syain; and perhaps it may be 
aſſerted as a Maxim, that the fewer the better: But tis well 
known that, at a Time when England made the greateſt Fi- 
gure abroad, Meaſures were concerted for taking this valu- 
able Place ; and that too, when our Trade to thoſe Parts 
was not carry'd to near the Hcight it is at preſent, and con- 
ſequently could not be equally prejudic'd as now it may be. 

'Tis very ſtrange, therefore, that at a Time when we have 
engaged in a War chiefly for the Intereſt of our Neighbours, 
and have been ſo ſucceſsful throughout the Courſe of it ; 


tis very ſtrange, I ſay, to hear it aſſerted, that by a Peace 


we are to yield up any Part of what we poſſeſs d before the 
War began ; eſpecially, that we are to yield up a Place fo 


important, as this appears to be, to the Security of our 
Trade. 


My Lords, 

I have chiefly mention'd thoſe Advantages that are or 
may be made of Gibraltar, with reſpect to the Trade of 
theſe Kingdoms; without conſidering its Importance other- 
ways to the Government : Such as the Honour of being Ma- 


C ſters 


5 


ſters of the Entrance into the Mediterranean, and thereby 
preventing any Naval Power in it, from being formidable to 
us: Such as our early Knowledge of the Naval Prepara- 
tions either in Marſcilles, Toulon, Barcelona, or other Ports 
of the French or Spaniards in the Mediterranean, and pre- 
venting their Junction with any other Armament : Such as 
eur having a Store-Houſe in Time of War, and a Place for 
our Flcets to reſort to: Such as reducing the Naval Strength 
of France, by rendring it impoſlible for them ro ſupply their 
Southern Parts with Stores : Such as keeping in Awe the 
Italian Princes, and Pyratical States: And many other Con- 
ſiderations J might mention to the Intereſt and Honour of 
the Nation. I have, My Lords, I ſay, not conſider'd any 
of theſe Advantages ; which ſurely muſt have their Weight 
with all Wiſe and Honeſt Men ; but have chiefly confin'd 
my ſelf to the Benefit or Diſadvantage this Place may be 
made of to our Trade, if it ſhould remain in our own 
Hands, or to be deliver'd into thoſe of either France or 
Spain, &c. 

Tis granted indeed, that in Time of Peace, our Trade to 
the Mediterranean is expos d to little or no Danger; and con- 
ſequently, that the Effects of this valuable Acquiſition are 
then in a great Meaſure loſt: But whoever conſiders the State 
of Europe, and our Readineſs and Engagements to take part 
in its Quarrels, muſt think it the Buſineſs of the Public to 
look forward, and provide againſt any ſuch Accident, tho 
it could be ſuppos d more remote. And no doubt but, in 
the mean time, Methods may be fallen upon to help the 
Nation in defraying the neceſſary Expences of the Place: 
ſuch as making the Revenues of the Lands and Houſes 
contribute to feed the Expence of the Garriſon ; as appears 
by the Votes of the Houſe of Commons of the 224 of 
June 171.4. was the Intent of her late Majeſty ; and En- 

couraging 
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couraging and Protecting the Trade of the Place: which 
will invite Eualiſh Subjects to ſettle there, and by that Means 
give a conſiderable Encreaſe to the Exportation of our home 
Manufactures. 

I ſhall now, Ay Lords, very briefly enumerate the Diffi- 
culties which Gzbraltar has hitherto labour'd under; and 
then propoſe ſuch Remedies as, I conceive, may make it 
flouriſh, and beſt anſwer the Intention of caſing the Public 
Burthen. 

The greateſt Misfortune to this Place is the Want of a 
well-conſtituted Civil Power, from which Merchants and o— 
ther Dealers might have ſpcedy Relief againſt all unfair Pra- 
ctices, and which might ſummarily decide all controverted 
Caſes: For Bargains and Agreements are of little Force a- 
mongſt private Men, but by Virtue of that Power which the 
Law has to compel both Parties to Performance ; and as 
Contracts are vain and ineſfectual, where no Law is to be 
had, fo Trade will be fruitleſs between Thoſe who have no 
way to bring each other to Juſtice. And as to all Repre- 
ſentations made in England, as they are inconſiſtent with Diſ- 
patch, whichis the Life of Trade; fo Experience has clear- 
ly evinced how little Redreſs is to be expected from ſuch a 
tedious Method. 

The want of a Civil Judge to determine in ſuch Caſes, 
has had this ill Effect, that the Spaniards, who during the 
late Peace, were willing to trade with the Inhabitants, ſind- 
ing that there was no ſuch regular Courſe of Juſtice ro de- 
fend them from being impoſed upon, in a manner forbore 
all Dealing with the Place. And by this Defect, rhe Debts 
of the Town from the Shopkeepers and other Retailers, to 
the Merchants, who often are under a Neceſſity of truſting 
them, are become very large. 

If we conſider how far the Goodneſs or Badneſs of Coin 

influ- 
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4 influences all Commercial Dealings, it may not be reckond 
the leaſt Mis fortune of the Place, that all the Current Caſh, 
wherewith the Retail Trade is chiefly carry d on, conſiſts of 
a baſe ſort of Money, coined by the preſent Emperor at Har- 
celona, upon his Exigencies in the late War ; which ſince the 
firſt Coinage, haseen much encreas'd and counterfeited by 
the Jews, who were formerly upon the Place; whereby all 
Commodities that are imported to the Garriſon, are in- 
hanced in Price in proportion to the Badneſs of the Coin. 
It may be farther reckon d among the Inconveniences that 
the Trade of Gibraltar is ſubject to, that Conſuls from the 
French, Dutch and Genoeſe Nations exact Conſulage, and 
make other Demands, not only upon Goods conſign'd to 
Foreigners, but even upon ſuch as come to His Majeſty's 
Subjects; who oughr unqueſtionably to be entitled to the 
ſame Privileges here as if they dwelt in England, where no 
ſuch Irregularity is allowed of. oF 
Having thus hinted to your Lordſhips ſome of the many 
| Difficulties Gibraltar lies under, at preſent, I ſhall beg leave 
Toũ offer a few Conſiderations towards the Redreſs of them. 
1 As to the eſtabliſhing a Civil Power, many Uſes, (too 
| tedious to be mention d) might be made of ſuch an Autho- 
rity, placed in the Hands of an honeſt skilful Perſon. Every 
Thing would thereby be reduc'd to a proper Regulation; 
and Traders be render'd ſecure in their Induſtry. Whereas 
at preſent there is little Safety to the Dealer, but the com- 
mon Integrity of Mankind; which is a very ſlender Securi- 
ty; for tho ſome Men, for the ſake of their Honour and 
Credit, will keep ſtrictly to their Words, how few do we 
meet with, in the general Courſe of Trade, upon whoſe 
Minds ſuch Conſiderations have any Influence? 
As to the Coin, the only effectual way to remove the 
Prejudice the Trade of this Place receives by the Badneſs of 


it, 
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is to cry down the Bad, and introduce good Sparſe Mo- 
key in the room of it. And it were to be wiſhd the Go- 
rernment would be perfuaded to bear the Loſs; which o- 
herwiſe would fall heavy on the Merchants, who are obli- 
ed to take that fort of Money for the Goods they ſell ta 
he Shopkeepers and other Nealers in the Place, 

It is difficult to aſſign rhe Reaſons for firſt admitting a Ce- 


%., Duteh or Frech Conſul into this Garrifan ; the Mo- 
ies for the original Inſtitution of that Office being all 


wanting at Gibraltar. Neither of theſe Nations have any 
kreditable Subjects that dwell upon the Place, who, upon 


National Conteſts, can want a Perſon of Figure to protect 


them : nor are there any Law Suits, or public Charges ari- 
ing from Diſputes or other Accidents,that require a common 
Stock ro defray them : All therefore that theſe Conſuls dohere 
is to diſcourage our Trade, and be conſtant Spies upon our 
Coaſters. That the Court of ENI laok d on ſuch Per- 
fons to be uſeleſs, as well as dangerous, in a Government of 
this Nature, is not to be JoubreT whenit is conſider d what 
Application they made to the Court of France, for removing 
Conſul who was ſent from thence to Minorca: which, as it 
was effected, tis hoped will be eſteem d a ſufficient Pre- 
eedent for removing theſe from Gibraltar, after the ſame 
manner. 

Lords, Tn theſe Hints your Lordſhips have ſome of the 
Methods for improving and encouraging this valuable Set- 
rent. Let us now ſee what Reaſons there is to part 
WE it. 
The only Pretence that is urged for delivering up a Place 
is Importance, and that may be render d yet more uſe- 
is, That it cannot be preſerved in the good Condition 
Safety that it requires, but at a great Expence. If this 
any Argument at all, ic would be an equal good Argu- 


mit for yielding up every new Acquifition ; which at 5 
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influences all Commercial Dealings, it may not be reckon'd 
the leaſt Misfortune of the Place, that all the Current Caſh, 
wherewith the Retail Trade is chiefly carry'd on, conſiſts of 
a baſe ſort of Money, coined by the preſent Emperor at Bar- 
celona, upon his Exigencies in the late War ; which ſince the 
firſt Coinage, has been much encreas'd and counterfeited by 
the Fews, who were formerly upon the Place; whereby all 
Commodities that are imported to the Garriſon, are in- 
hanced in Price in proportion to the Badneſs of the Coin. 

Ir may be farther reckon'd among the Inconveniences that 
the Trade of Gibrallar is ſubject to, that Conſuls from the 
French, Dutch and Genoeſe Nations exact Conlulage, and 
make other Demands, not only upon Goods conſign'd to 
Foreigners, but even upon ſuch as come to His Majeſty's 
Subjects; who ought unqueſtionably to be entitled to rhe 
ſame Privileges here as if they dwelt in England, where no 
ſuch Irregularity is allowed of. 

Having thus hinted to your Lordſhips ſome of the many 
Difficulties Gibraltar lies under, at preſent, I ſhall beg leave 
to offer a few Conſiderations towards the Redreſs of them. 

As to the eſlabliſhing a Civil Power, many Uſes, (too 
tedious to be mention d) might be made of ſuch an Autho- 
rity, placed in the Hands of an honeſt skilful Perſon. Every 
Thing would thereby be reduc'd to a proper Regulation; 
and Traders be render'd ſecure in their Induſtry. . Whereas 
at preſent there is little Safery to the Dealer, but the com- 
mon Integrity of Mankind; which is a very ſlender Securi— 
ty; for tho ſome Men, for the fake of their Honour and 
Credit, will keep ſtrictly to their Words, how few do we 
meet with, in the general Courſe of Trade, upon whoſe 
Minds ſuch Conſiderations have any Influence? 

As to the Coin, the only effectual way to remove the 
Prejudice the Trade of this Place receives by the Badneſs of 
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is to ery down the Bad, and introduce good S Mo- 

ey in the room of it. And it were to be wiſh d the Go- 
ernment would be perſuaded to bear the Loſs; which. o- 
herwiſe would fall heavy en the Merehants, who ate obli- 
ed to take that fort: of Money for the Goods they ſell to 
he Shopkeepers and other Dealers in the Place, 

It is difffcult to aſſign rhe Reaſons for firſt admitting à Ce- 
peſe, Dureh or French Conſul into this Garriſan; the Me- 
ves fot the original Taſticution of that Office being all 
Fanting at — ar. Neither of theſe Nations have any 


— 


þ 

reditable Subjects chat dwell upon the Place, who, npon 
National Conteſts, can want a Perſon of Figure to protect 
em: nor are there any Law Suits, or public Charges ari- 
ing from Diſputes or other Accidents,that require a common 
ock to defray them: All therefore that theſe Conſuls do here 
is to diſeourage our Trade, and be conſtant Spies upon our 
Toaſters. That the Court of BA laok d on ſuch Per- 
fons to be uſeleſt, as well as dangerous, in a Government of 
this Nature, is not to be doubted, whenit is conſider d what 
Application they made to the Court of France, for removing 
Conſul who Was ſent from thenco to Minorca: which, as it 
Was effected, tis hoped will be eſteem'd a ſufficient Pre- 
dent for removing theſe from Gibraltar, after the ſame 
Manner. 

EM Lords, Tn theſe Hints your Lordſhips have ſome of the 
l odds for improving and encouraging this valuable Set- 
t oy Let us now ſce what Reaſons there is to part 
i. 

he only Pretence that is urged for delivering up a Place 
is Importance, and that may be render d yet more ulc- 
is, That it cannot be preſerved in the good Condition 
afety that it requires, but at a great Expencë. If this 
any Argument at all, it would be an equal good Argu- 


for yielding up every new Acquiſition ; which at 
N mu 
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muſt be in Proportion expenſive ; nay, even Ireland it ſelf way 
a long Time a great Expence to the Nation. But this is ſ- 
far from being a good Reaſon, that, as I have ſhewn, if thi 

Place were vielded upto ſave this Expence, the Nation woul 
ſuffer infinitely more than maintains the Garriſon, by the Loſſ 
of it. According to the beſt Information I can procure, th 
annual Charge to the Nation for maintaining Gibraltar, in 
cluding the contingent Expences, amounts to near Fifty Six 
Thouſand Pounds per Ann. beſide the Allotment by Parlias 
ment for the Fortifications; which, one Year with another, 
is Four Thouſand Pounds per Ann. But of this laſt Article 
your Lordſhips may have an exact Account from the Eſtimares 
deliverd into the Houſe of Commons. This Sum of neax 
Sixty Thouſand Pounds, then, is expended after this manner, 
LL 6. 4 
To the Pay of Three Regiments —— 31362 16 00 
To the Pay of the Governor and Staff-Liſt 2772 05 04 
To the Officers of Ordnance and Train, about 3000 00 ob 
To Contingencies —— 1008 o Og 


To Victualing the Forces, &c. — — 17793 O ob 
To Allowance of Parliament for Fortifications 4000 00 ap 
59936 04 $ 


I have omitted here the Allowance for Coal for the Uſepf 
the Garriſon ; which J ſuppoſe between Six or Eight Hyp- 


dred Pounds per Annum. 

This Amount of Sixty Thouſand odd Hundred Pounds 
ſo inconſiderable an Expence, compar'd with the Advanta 
that flow from our Poſſeſſing this Place, that I wonder v 
can induce Gentlemen to urge it: For beſides the vaſt Beſfe- 
fit of Gibraltar to the numerous Traders to Spain, 1) 
Turkey, and Barbary; and beſides all the Advantages oF! 


to our Ships of War, and the Honour and Profit that accyges 
fm 
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Fom it to the State; I believe your Lordſhips will find that 
the Cuſtoms on the Exports and Imports of the Mediterra- 
nean Trade are ſo large, that Nothing can juſtify our part- 
ing with a Place, which is the chief Defenſe and Safeguard 
of that Trade. I call it the chief Defenſe ; for tho“ Port 
Mahon at preſent is an additional Security, yet if Gibraltar 
were deliver d up, it would then be not only leſs uſeful, but 
might probably not continue long in our Hands: For tis not 
to be doubted, but the Spanzards (eſpecially if at any Time 
hereafter they ſhould be in Alliance with France,) would ſo 
Improve the Advantage of having Gibraltar reſtored to them, 
that being Maſters both of That and Ceuta, they would pre- 
vent our Trading Ships either entring the Streights at all, or 
at very great Hazard, or Expence of Convoys; and conſe- 
quently, in great meaſure, prevent any Benefit to us from 
Port- Mahon, as to our Trade. 

But even this Expence of maintaining Gibraltar, as has 
been mention d, may in time if not totally, yet be very 
much leſſen d to the Government by the Settlement of a 
Civil Power there, and the Encouragement of the Trade of 
the Place in the Hands of Engliſß Subjects. To which End 

1. The Houſe-Rents, and Fines upon Entry, may be ap- 
ply'd towards this Public Charge. 

2. It will be no Hardſhip, if all Ships that come into the 
Bay are obliged to contribute, by paying what is cuſtomary 
in other Ports for Anchorage ; eſpecially when, by remo- 


ving the Conſuls, no other Duty will be exacted. 


* 


* 
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not only to the reſtoring of the Town to its former Beauty, 


3- There may alſo be demanded an Acknowledgment for 
Goods landed there; as in Leghorn, and other Free Ports. 

4- The Crown may grant Leaſes of the Lands and Hou- 
ſes of the Place for a certain Term of Years ; which would 
encourage Families to ſettle there, and very much conduce 
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of it to Hain; if it ſhall be found that there is any ſuch 
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but render it very populous, and abundantly add to its 
Security. | 

5. The Revenue of the Garriſon might likewiſe be in- 
creasd by the Government's Reclaiming ſeveral Houſes gi- 
ven away during the Time of the Prince of Heſſes being 
Governour. 

There are ſeveral other Ways of raiſing Money for the 
Public Uſe, which would naturally follow a regular and 
well-appointed Civil Government; all which would daily | 
improve and encreaſe, in proportion to the Encouragement | 
that Induſtry would find under the Protection of wholeſome } 


Laws. 
My Loras, | 
I have only to add to theſe Arguments for keeping Ci- 
braltar, the Mention of a Circumſtance, which ſhews the 
great Convenience of the Place to our Men of War, as 
well as to our Merchant-men ; I mean, the late Retiring 
of our Ships thither after the Action between Commodore 
Cavenaiſb and the Spaniards. 5 
Upon the whole, I doubt not but your Lordſhips will beſo} 
fully convinc'd of the Importance of Gibraltar to the Trade 
and to the Honour of Great-Britain, that you will do all 
that is poſſible to prevent ſo falſe a Step, as the Reſtitution 


Intention. I am, 
Lords, 
Tour Lord ſbips, &c. 
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